HISTORY OF THE NAWWABS OF THE CARNATIC
side of the fort were demolished, he gave order for assault
during that night*, so intensely dark that it did not permit
the eye to recognise any one. On account of the ignorance
of those foolish besiegers, the intelligent defenders in the
fort, under the protection of the debris of destroyed walls,
piled up the dead bodies of brave men, collected bricks and
clay, strengthened the wall and the tower to a considerable
extent, and mounted cannon over them. As soon as the enemy
began the attack, they exhibited bravery to such an extent
by the discharge of cannon and muskets and the play of
swords and spear-heads, that the story inspires till this day
reverence in the mind of the valorous enemy and boldness in the
minds of brave friends. They were so overpowered with zeal
that they did not feel the smallness of their own numbers, and
the superiority of the enemy's army; they thought that the fill-
ing up of the ditch with the slain was opposed to their self-
respect, and considered it contrary to the verity of their
intrepidity. They believed it was useless to take refuge within
the fort, and considered it a shameful violation of the principles
of war to arrange the defending forces within the fort. So
they pushed back the enemy and advanced. Till 9 o'clock in
the day, it was so dark owing to the mist, that they thought it
was night, and never gave rest to hand or sword. So engrossed
were they with the idea to dash forward and repel the enemy,
that they never allowed even the normal rest to the feet.
In short M. Lally was disappointed and discomfited in
his attempt because of the disgrace of losing the imple-
ments of war, the loss of honour in the death of many
men of the army and intelligent sardSrs, the low spirits
and the hunger of sepoys, the shame of failure, loss and
destruction. On the same day and in the midst of such
confusion he spied three ships approaching and by means
(1) This refers to the sally made by M. Lally on the morning of  14th
February when he set fire to Chepank.
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